
Foreword & acknowledgments

From 25 to 29 August 2014, the University of Trás-os-Montes and Alto Douro 
(UTAD), in Vila Real, Portugal, hosted the 13th International Conference on the 
History of the Language Sciences (ICHoLS XIII). It was organized by the Center 
for the Studies in Letters, with the collaboration of the travel agency Realvitur, 
the Municipality of Vila Real, the Human and Social Sciences School and the 
Department of Letters, Arts and Communication. ICHoLS XIII counted the pres-
ence of approximately 250 participants from all five continents and more than 
thirty countries.

ICHoLS XIII was supported by the Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia, 
and altogether seven international societies of the History of Linguistics, namely 
the Société d’Histoire et d’ Épistémologie des Sciences du Langage (France, 
founded in 1978), the Henry Sweet Society for the History of Linguistic Ideas 
(UK, 1984), the North American Association for the History of the Language 
Sciences (1987), the Studienkreis ‘Geschichte der Sprachwissenschaft’ (Münster, 
1989), the Sociedad Española de Historiografía Lingüística (Spain, 1995), the 
Sociedad Mexicana de Historiografía Lingüística (Mexico, 2000), and the Giorgi 
Akhvlediani Society for the History of Linguistics (Georgia, 2010), and repre-
sented by the presence of their leaders and many of their members.

The conference sections were organized either chronologically – from classical 
studies to contemporary linguistics – or along thematic issues. Three special panels 
were organized, devoted to the areas of the (European and Brazilian) Portuguese 
History of Linguistics, Missionary Linguistics and Interjections. The five plenary 
lectures were held representing North America (Margaret Thomas), Brazil (Marli 
Leite and Ricardo Cavaliere) and Eastern (Serhii Vakulenko) and Western Europe 
(Miguel Ángel Esparza Torres). The roundtable speakers, who presented comple-
mentary visions of the history of the language sciences in the past, present and 
future, covered three generations of historians of linguistics (E. F. K. Koerner and 
Hans-J. Niederehe, Bernard Colombat and Pierre Swiggers, and Nicola McLelland 
as the representative of youngest generation), and four of the main countries in the 
field (Germany, France, Belgium and the United Kingdom).

ICHoLS XIII was also a special conference to honor its founder (who orga-
nized the first conference in Ottawa in 1978) and the creator of the scientific 
method of the History of Linguistics, Professor E. F. K. Koerner, on the occasion 
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of his 75th anniversary and his four decades of scholarly activity in the area of the 
History of the Language Sciences. In addition to his presence at the Conference, 
the organizers launched a book entitled Quatro décadas de historiografia lin-
guística: Estudos selecionados, edited by Rolf Kemmler and Cristina Altman, a 
selection of eleven papers from some forty years of his scholarship, translated into 
Portuguese by several colleagues.

At last – but not least – we would like to express our public acknowledgements 
to all participants and to the Rector of UTAD, António Fontainhas Fernandes, the 
many helpers bringing to bear the best facilities and human resources of UTAD 
such as audiovisual services, UTAD TV team, auditorium staff, and the various 
communication, social and catering services. Not to forget the Realvitur team, 
who was responsible for all operations of the Secretariat, the scientific committee, 
and the many anonymous referees, who helped greatly in ensuring the quality 
of the papers that have been selected for the present volume. Finally, a special 
acknowledgment to the other colleagues of the executive board (Helena Santos, 
Rebeca Fernández Rodríguez, Sónia Coelho, Susana Fontes and Teresa Moura).

The editors
Vila Real, Portugal, February 2016
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